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November General Meeting 
 

Topic: Affordable Housing 
 

Speakers: 
 

Rich Lee, Director, 
Durham Affordable Housing Coalition 

 
Chris Estes, Executive Director, 
North Carolina Housing Coalition 

 
Wednesday, November 14 

10:00 AM to 12:00 noon 
 

Conference Room 
Durham County Southwest Branch Public Library 

3605 Shannon Road 
Durham 

 
Directions: Coming from south (Chapel Hill) or north on U.S. 15/501 
(Durham-Chapel Hill Boulevard)....turn at Shannon Road intersection (by 
what used to be South Square�now Sam�s and Target) and follow until 
you reach # 3605. 

 
 

Annual Holiday Dinner 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
 

Governors Club 
 

6:00 PM: Cash Bar 
6:45 PM: Dinner 

7:45 PM: Speaker & Discussion 
 

Speaker: Dan Coleman, Carrboro Alderman 
and activist in sustainable economic development 

 
Two short documentary films will be shown, and Alderman Coleman will 
lead a discussion on the need for communities to engage in sustainable 
projects such as demonstrated in the two documentaries. 
 
Reservations must be made by December 6. For more information on the 
holiday dinner, directions to the Governors Club and a reservation form to 
be filled out and sent to Program Chair Joyce Colaiace, see page 7. 
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During a recent political forum a candidate remarked 
that the federal government had abandoned it's respon-
sibility on the issue of immigration.  We all know that 
is true.  State and local governments have been left to 

cope as best they can with a rising tide of immigrants and the absence of federal 
leadership.  There is little agreement on the proper course of action. 
    

But our own, courageous League of Women Voters, is not intimidated! We are 
working to come to grips with an issue that has deadlocked Congress!  In order to 
lobby government--at all levels--the League of Women Voters needs to come to 
consensus and develop position statements on immigration.     

In doing so, we represent a microcosm of the US as a whole.  Our members have 
many political outlooks.  We are all economic groups.  We have lived all over the 
country, and the world.  We have immigrants in our communities and as part of 
our daily lives.  Some of us represent earlier waves of immigrants who have gone 
on to become citizens.  Our experiences are broad and our backgrounds varied.  
As we work to become informed and garner consensus on this issue it is important 
to 
remind ourselves of some of the basics governing this process. 
    

Consensus is not a vote, nor is it a win-lose proposition.  It is a conversation that 
respects all participants and values all contributions.  It is a process that builds 
connections between members and asks that we follow our own mission statement 
and become as informed as we can on this issue.  We value the feelings of all but 
seek to make decisions based on real information. 
    

So get our your calendars NOW and make note of the morning of Saturday, Janu-
ary 26.  Block out that morning NOW for our meeting to come to consensus on 
the immigration statements from LWVUS.  This meeting has been planned far 
enough in advance that few of you should have previous commitments!!  We will 
meet at the Chapel Hill Library downstairs meeting room beginning at 9:30 am for 
a work session.  In the meantime, we have some important work to do!     

There are several important things we need to bring to this meeting in January.  I 
will give you a short list, in no particular order.  Bring your desire to act in the 
best interest of the League of Women Voters. We all value this organization and 
the role it has played in our lives.  Be prepared to honor the best interest of the 
group.  Bring your respect for the experiences of others.  Bring your best listening 
skills.  Bring your sense of humility.  And your sense of humor! Encourage others 
to express themselves.  Refrain from soto voce, side bar discussions. We all need a 
safe place to talk where we can express ourselves without being met with sarcasm, 
derision or scorn.  Be aware of your own life experiences, your state of mind and 
use them to help synthesize the collected wisdom of our group .   And bring a 
plate of your best cookies.  Or breakfast biscuits.  And coffee.  (I will 
provide iced tea) We will have restrooms and a small kitchen facility at our dis-
posal so we can be comfortable during this discussion. Bring chocolate! (its a 
health food now, you know....) And be prepared. 
    

To help you be prepared, we are holding some preliminary meetings. Small group 
discussions are planned; different days, different times and different places.  De-
tails on each follow my message.  The purpose is to help each of us understand 
our feelings on this issue, discuss the values we associate with it and discover 
where our feelings end and our factual knowledge begins.  This will give us an 

 

PRESIDENT�S MESSAGE 
 

By Vicki Boyer 

Continued on p. 3 
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November 8, 1:30-3:30pm 
Great Decisions Meeting (75)* 
No reservation required 
Gathering Place, Fearrington Village  
Pittsboro, NC 27312  
     

November 13, 7-9 pm 
Bessie Carrington (12-15)* 
1616 Pinecrest Road 
Durham, NC 27705 
bessiec@mindspring.com 
489-8668 
     

November 15, 10-noon 
Jan Richmond (12-15)* 
6600 Glen Forest Dr. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27512 
jwikrich@earthlink.net 
408-0444 
     

November 15, 2-4 pm 
Carol Rist (10-12)* 
84 Beverly Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
Carol.rist@verison.net 
490-4718 
     

November 17, 10:00-noon 
Vicki Boyer (6-8)* 
105 Aberdeen Court 
Carrboro, NC 27510 
Viva.lwv@gmail.com 
612-7079 

November 10, 2-4 pm 
Barbara Hardison (6-8)* 
711 Twelve Post Trail 
Mebane, NC 27302 
forcats4@mebtel.net 
304-0929 
   
November 13, 7-9 pm 
Cynthia Wertz (8-10)* 
425 Old Oak Road 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
Cynthia_wertz@embarqmail.com 
542-6696 
    

November 15, 7-9 pm 
Joyce Colaiace (6-8)* 
437 Crossvine Close 
Fearrington Village 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
colaiaj@aol.com 
542-1052 
   

 November 16, 10:00-noon 
Gay Eddy (6-8)* 
120 Channing Lane 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
jgeddy@earthlink.net 
933-5486 
  

  *The number in parentheses con-
notes the number of people that will 
be accommodated at each session. 

idea of where we need to fill in the blanks we have in our own range of knowledge prior to coming to con-
sensus.  The January meeting will progress more smoothly if we are all on the same page when we arrive 
there.  If you cannot attend one of the planned meetings and would like to gather a league group from your 
neighborhood, let us know and we will supply a moderator for you. 
    

For this process to be successful we need an 80% turnout of membership! No, I am not joking.  We need 
you.  We need your background.  Your work life. The many neighborhoods you have lived in. Your league 
experiences.  Coming together in this manner will make our organization stronger and more cohesive.  It 
will create new relationships amongst us and make us a more vibrant group.  You may bring a non-League 
member with you to our small discussion groups. Before you know it, everyone in three counties will want 
to join us! 
    

I know this message has been longer than the usual president's message and I thank you for bearing with  
me!   I will be sharing more with you regarding consensus as we get closer to January!   Remember. 
January 26th--a special day and a special event. And in the meantime, attend one of the small discussion 
group meetings�give a hostess a call to let her know you are coming, even at the last minute; otherwise, 
we will be calling you. 
    

Presidents message, Continued from  p. 2 

Schedule for Immigration Study Group Meetings 
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The Economic Impact of  the 
Hispanic Population on the 

State of  North Carolina 
 

James H. Johnson, Jr. who spoke to the League at our 
October meeting at the Kenan Center at UNC, was a most 
interesting and informative speaker. He presented to us 
the key findings of a study completed recently by the 
Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise ti-
tled, The Economic Impact of the Hispanic Population on 
the State of North Carolina.  
 
The full report may be downloaded on line at: 
 www.kenaninstitute.unc.edu. 

SCHIP  (Déjà vu) 
 

The League of Women Voters has long supported the con-
cept of universal access to quality health care. We work to 
ensure that all children have access to quality health care, 
including preventive and primary care. We believe that 
programs like SCHIP play a key role in promoting the 
health, well being and full development of children. 
 
A month ago League members received an urgent message 
from the League of Women Voters of the United States. 
�President Bush has left America�s children behind,� said 
LWVUS president Mary Wilson, in referring to Bush�s 
veto of the SCHIP Bill.  �I can not state it in clearer terms: 
The President is simply wrong. Congress has been left no 
choice but to override this misguided decision.� Unfortu-
nately, Congress was unable to override President Bush�s 
veto. 
 
Following the inability of the House to achieve the two-
thirds majority necessary to override the President�s veto, 
Congress has passed a slightly altered SCHIP bill, with 
Congressmen Etheridge and Price voting for SCHIP in the 
House, and Senators Burr and Dole voting against SCHIP 
in the Senate.  
 
President Bush has vowed to veto the new SCHIP bill. If 
President Bush has not yet vetoed SCHIP as you read this 
VOTER, please contact him and urge him to sign the 
SCHIP bill. If President Bush has already vetoed SCHIP as 
you read this VOTER, then please contact Congressmen 
Etheridge and Price and Senators Burr and Dole and urge 
them to vote to override the President�s veto. 
 
Sign up to receive Action Alerts from the League of Women 
Voters of the U.S. directly by email. Don't miss an opportu-
nity to take action! It's easy to sign up and the League will 
never share your email with others: http://
takeaction.lwv.org/lwv/mlm/signup/. 

IMMIGRATION STUDY 
CONSENSUS DISCUSSION 

    
Saturday, January 26, 2008 

 

9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
 

Chapel Hill Library 
 

100 Library Road (off Estes Drive) 
 
This will be our final discussion on the LWVUS Immigra-
tion Study. Discussion at this meeting will form the basis 
for our consensus on immigration, which must be sent to 
the LWVUS by the end of January. 
 
Coffee and iced tea will be available. If you desire other 
drinks or snacks, please bring them with you 

For Information and Background Papers on Immigration Study 
 

Go to www.lwvodc.org 
 

Click on �What�s New� and under �Immigration� you will find links to the LWV-US study. Available at the LWVUS web-
site are: resource information on immigration, including Immigration 101: the Basics,  background papers, the scope of the 
LWVUS study, the consensus questions to be discussed at our small group meetings, background papers on immigration 
policy and more. 
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   Recognizing our Honorary Members  
    

  by Evelin Brinich 
 
 
This month we honor two honorary members. Margaret Champion has been 
a member of the League since 1951. 
      

When Margaret and her husband moved to Oshkosh, Wisconsin in 1951 they had two small children. She 
looked for ways to become involved in the new community and took her children to story-hour at the local 
library. The librarian was a League member and told Margaret that the League was an important organiza-
tion in the community. Margaret attended a league meeting and became a member in 1951. Early on she 
worked on the membership committee and later she became president of the Oshkosh League. Margaret 
recalls that the most important accomplishment during her years with the Oshkosh League was changing 
the city government from a 16 ward city council of 32 people to a city management type of government 
with five officials elected by the town. When the children left home, Margaret obtained an MA in Ibero-
American Studies. She traveled extensively in Peru and wrote articles for various journals. 
 
After her husband�s death, Margaret moved to Chapel Hill to be near family. She recalled that the first 
thing she did after settling into her new home in 2003 was to look up the local League in her phone book 
and become a member. 
 
Since then Margaret has been busy. She reworked all her articles on Peru and they are now collected in a 
book, Peru and the Peruvians in the 20th Century: Politics and Prospects, published in 2006. While she 
does not come to as many League functions as she used to, Margaret continues to promote the important 
work of the League whenever she can. Asked how we could improve what we do, Margaret suggested to 
reach out to college women because they are not tied down by family and jobs and are often interested in 
politics. She thought the League should have a chapter on the UNC campus. 

Membership News 
By Evelin Brinich 

We are very pleased to welcome 
our newest members: 
 
Jean Ellis Atwater 
2089 Farrington Point 
Chapel Hill   NC  27517-7308 
933-3937 
jeanellis@bellsouth.net 
 
Edith Haubrichs 
750 Weaver Dairy Rd.  #1317 
Chapel Hill  NC 27514-1442 
918-3650 
ehaubrichs@nc.rr.com 
 
Laurie Paolicelli 
101 Adams Way 
Chapel Hill  NC  27516-8059 
968-2064 
lpaolicelli@chocvb.org 

An Easy Way 
 

To Raise Money 
 

For the League 
 

The next time you search the web, try the new 
search engine, GoodSearch.com. 
 
GoodSearch.com is a new search engine that 
donates half its revenue to the charities its 
users designate. 
 
Just go to www.goodsearch.com <http://
lists.lwv.org/t/466426/766838/27/0/>, desig-
nate the League of Women Voters Education 
Fund, and start searching! 
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Video of Health Care Forum 
 

Available at LWVODC Website 
 

The Health Care Forum at the UNC-CH School of Social Work on September 29 is available on video at the LWVODC 
website, www.lwvodc.org. 
 
If you missed this outstanding event, be sure to view this video and you will see why those who attended are raving about 
the forum. If you attended the forum, the video will give you the opportunity to review the presentations by Representa-
tive Verla Insko, Adam Searing of the North Carolina Health Access Coalition and Jonathan Oberlander of UNC.   
 
Also at the website are Jonathan Oberlander�s slide presentation, The Politics of Health Care�Why Bad Things Happen 
to Good Health Care Reform as well as a recording of Professor Oberlander�s appearance on The State of Things on pub-
lic radio. 

    

Recognizing our Honorary Members  
       

      by Evelin Brinich 
 
Our second honorary member this month is Eva Eliel, who has been a member of the League 
since 1952. When I emailed Eva to let her know we were doing an article about our honorary 
members, she wrote back and stated that she did not consider herself an �honorary member 
but just someone who has been a member for 55 years.�  To her, membership in the League 
seemed natural, without need for any special designation. 

Eva is a petite woman with short, silver hair, and a pleasant, straight-forward manner. Tanned and dressed in shorts, she 
looked like someone who had just finished a round of tennis. Born in Hamburg, Eva and her family left Germany for Hol-
land (because of the Nazis) and later came to the United States when Eva was 14 years old. When Eva entered high school, 
she knew how to say three words in English: no, yes and beautiful. In those days, teachers had little understanding for the 
plight of foreign students. If Eva was unable to understand something the first time, the teacher repeated it again but much 
louder. Initially the going was a bit rough, but since Eva had already learned several languages (German, Dutch, French and 
Spanish) before moving to the United States, she quickly gained English proficiency. She attended Hunter College in New 
York City, then a women�s college, and later landed a job at the Office of War Information, the predecessor to Voice of 
America. Subsequently, she found a well-paying job as a researcher for Time Magazine. In those days, all the editors, re-
porters and assistant editors were male, and all the researchers were female. 
 
After Eva got married in December, 1949, she moved to South Bend, Indiana, where her husband was an instructor at Notre 
Dame University. Eva joined the League in 1952. She had always been interested in politics and had enjoyed her work for 
Time Magazine. The League allowed her the opportunity to remain involved in politics while she was raising two girls. 

In her years with the League, Eva helped educate high school seniors about the importance of voting and was active work-
ing for municipal (instead of private) trash collection in South Bend.  Eva has been a member of our local League since 
1972 when her husband took a position in Organic Chemistry at UNC.  Over the years, she has moderated several candi-
dates� forums. She recalls that back in 1972, the local League had approximately 100 members.  Nowadays Eva still tries to 
attend League functions and always offers to give rides to her neighbors.  Asked what our LWV-ODC could do to improve 
its services, Eva thought that in the �big scheme of things we are doing a pretty good job.� 
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Yes, I plan to attend the League of Women Voters Holiday Dinner on December 11. 
Please reserve a place for: 
 
Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of persons __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred menu:  Salmon _____________________ 
 
 Chicken _____________________ 
 
Please make a check out for $30 per person payable to LWV/ODC. 
 
Mail to Joyce Colaiace 
             437 Fearrington Post 
             Pittsboro, NC 27312 
 
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, December 6, 2007. 

Annual Holiday Dinner 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
6:00 PM 

Governors Club 
 

The annual holiday dinner of the League of Women Voters of Orange, Durham and Chatham Counties 
will take place at the Governors Club, beginning at 6:00 PM with a cash bar. 
    

Dinner will begin at 6:45 PM, followed by a showing of two short documentary films, In the first film, 
�Food Justice, A Growing Movement,� farmers become activists in the fight for food justice in Oakland, 
California. The second film, �Young Agrarians,�  is a portrait of organic farming in California, where 
young people plant the seeds for a sustainable future.  
    

Dan Coleman, Carrboro Alderman and activist in sustainable economic developments in our communi-
ties, will speak about sustainable economic development following the films and will lead a discussion on 
the need for communities to engage in sustainable projects such as demonstrated in the two documenta-
ries. 
    

Your dinner attire should be �smart casual.�   No jeans, please. 
    

The cost of dinner, including tax and gratuity, will be $30.00, and diners will have a choice of salmon or 
chicken.   
    

Please fill out the form below and return it to Joyce Colaiace by December 6. 
 
Directions to Governors Club:   

From Chapel Hill: Take Hwy 15/501 south to Mt. Carmel Church Road and turn left. Governors Club is 
3.5 miles on the right. 
    

From Pittsboro: Take Hwy 15/501 north to Mt. Carmel Church Road and turn right. Governors Club is 3.5 
miles on the right. 
    

From southern Durham: Take Hwy 54 toward Chapel Hill, cross I-40 and turn left at Farrington Road. 
Drive approximately 2 miles to Farrington Mill Road and turn left. Drive 4 miles to the stop sign at Mt. 
Carmel Church Road and turn right. Governors Club is one mile on the left. 



League of Women Voters of  
Orange, Durham and Chatham Counties 
P.O. Box 3397 
Chapel Hill NC 27515-3397 
Tel: 919-419-1650 
http://www.lwvodc.org 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization for men and women that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in govern-
ment and influences policy through education and advocacy. Any citizen over 18, male or female, may become a voting member of the League. With that 
membership comes the opportunity to work on local, state, regional, and national program issues. 
 

The Voter is printed on recycled paper. 

 

League Calendar 
 
 
 
November 8   LWV/ODC board meeting 
10:00 AM 
 
November 14   November General Meeting    Durham County Southwest Branch 
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon  Affordable Housing     Public Library 
    Speakers: Rich Lee, Durham Affordable Housing Coalition 3605 Shannon Road 
       Chris Estes, NC Housing Coalition  Durham 
  
December 11   Annual Holiday Dinner     Governors Club 
6:00 PM    Sustainability 
 
November 8 thru 17  Immigration Small Group Meetings 
    See page 3 for times and places 
 
January 26, 2008   Consensus Meeting     Chapel Hill Library 
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM  Immigration Study     100 Library Rd. (off Estes Dr.) 
           Chapel Hill   
               
         


